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	Mr.

José Manuel Barroso

President of the European Commission

European Commission

1049 Brussels

BELGIUM
	


	
	17 March 2005

Ref. No. 10 682/05-71


Dear Mr. President,

On 14th and 15th March 2005, Prague hosted a conference of housing ministers from EU Member States and accession countries. The theme of the conference was the reconstruction and refurbishment of prefabricated and high-rise buildings. The conference was chaired jointly by Ms. Sybilla Maria Dekker, the Dutch Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment, and Mr. Jiří Paroubek, the Czech Minister for Regional Development.

Contributions were made by all conference delegates, who agreed on the Final Communiqué. 

The conference delegates have resolved to send the European Commission this letter, to bring the  attention to the fact that all Ministers were willing to explore all possibilities including the use of EU funds under the existing financial framework, to benefit housing, especially in relation to energy efficiency, the central means of CO2 savings with respect to the Kyoto obligations of the EU. The refurbishment of housing and revitalisation of urban quarters in this context can make a major contribution to central EU objectives such as growth, employment and especially energy efficiency and climate protection. It would therefore be of crucial importance that the EU uses its instruments consequently and consistently to resolve the current structural problems faced in this sector, thereby accelerating the implementation of the community goals involved.

The Ministers welcomed the decision adopted in February 2004 by the European Commission to exempt social housing subsidies from the obligation of notification. 

Other EU related issues were also discussed as reflected in the Final Communiqué, such as possibilities to apply reduced VAT rates for housing, where different rates are applied, and the request to the European Commission to regularly inform the EU Housing Ministers on forthcoming EU-legislation proposals.

In view of the large problems involved in sustainable refurbishment of high-rise residential buildings and restructuring the surrounding areas mainly in the Central and Eastern European new Member States and accession countries, as well as of the opportunities which are presented for, inter alia, energy saving, we would appreciate an opportunity to discuss the issues above with the European Commission as soon as possible.

For your information, please find enclosed a number of related documents, which underline the gravity of the problems at hand and which were distributed at the above mentioned meeting, 

We are sending this letter on behalf of the Ministers who attended the 16th EU Housing Ministers Meeting in Prague.

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Sybilla M. Dekker




Mr. Jiří Paroubek

Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning,


Minister for Regional Development

and the Environment





of the Czech Republic

of the Netherlands

Cc.
Mr. Josep Borrell Fontelles
President of the European Parliament

Mrs. Danuta Hübner, Commissioner for Regional policy

Mr. Vladimír Špidla, Commissioner for Employment, social affairs and equal opportunities

Mr. Andris Piebalgs, Commissioner for Energy

EU Housing Ministers

